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Meet The Artists

María Patrice Amon is a director, producer, scholar, and leader. Directing:
Hoops (Milwaukee Chamber Theatre) A Skeptic and a Bruja (Urbanite

Theatre) Group! The Musical (Passage Theatre) Hoopla! (La Jolla Playhouse
POP Tour) Azul (Diversionary Theatre) Mojada (UCSD) A Zoom of One’s Own

(CSUSM) Ich Bin Ein Berliner (Theatre Lab) DREAM HOU$E (CSUSM/TuYo
Theatre) Fade (Moxie Theatre), The Madres (Moxie Theatre) Lydia (Brown
Bag Theatre Company). Dramaturg: Manifest Destinitis (San Diego Rep),

Beachtown (San Diego Rep). Patrice was a 2020 National Directing Fellow,
and an Associate Artistic Director at San Diego Repertory Theatre. She is

currently a LTC Steering Committee member, and a board member for
NNPN. Patrice is an assistant professor at CSUSM. JD: California Western

School of Law. PhD: UC Irvine. www.mariapatriceamon.com 



Sarah Williams is a senior at San Diego State University double majoring in
Theatre Arts and Business Management. She has stage-managed shows on

campus including Little Women and The Weight of Dreams as well as
assisted in the running of events with Cue One Productions. She also has

experience running dance conventions/competitions, summer camps, and
college new student orientation programs. Post graduation in May 2023, she

hopes to continue to pursue management roles in the theatre and
entertainment industry. Las Cuatro Milpas and the WoW Festival are Sarah's

first time working on immersive theatre projects.

Verónica Isabel Márquez is a stage manager and actor local to San Diego.
They graduated from San Diego State University with a BA in Theater and BS

in Spanish as well as a minor in American Indian Studies. They currently
work as a Registered Behavior Technician in the field of social services. They

believe strongly in giving back to the community and hope to continue
creating work and spaces for POC artists as well as providing aid to the most

vulnerable of our society. IG: @veroniblah; TikTok: @veronicaismarq;
FaceBook: Verónica Isabel Márquez

http://www.mariapatriceamon.com/


Carlos Silva is an actor best known for his recent performances as "Pepe the
Jack" in Napoli by Eduardo de Filippo and "The Greatest Organist in

Germany" in Bach at Leipzig by Itamar Moses, both of which were
performed at UCSD in 2022. Carlos also played "Professor Knowby" and
"Demon Moose" in Evil Dead: The Musical by George Reinblatt in 2019.

Carlos received his training at San Diego City College and UC San Diego,
where he honed his craft and developed a deep love of the theater. His

dedication to his craft is matched only by his love for his wife for her
unending love and support as well as his family and friends. When not on
stage, Carlos enjoys going to death metal concerts, and traveling with his

wife.

San Diego native, Markuz has been acting, writing and directing
professionally for the last 16 years in this beautiful, dynamic community.

Favorite local credits include: Witchland, Stage (Backyard Renaissance); All
in the Timing, A Bright New Boise, Good People (Onstage Playhouse); Sweat,

A Christmas Carol, Corridos REmix (San Diego Repertory Theatre); The
Madres (Moxie Theatre); Under Construction (Sledgehammer Theatre);
Speech & Debate (Diversionary Theatre). Mr. Rodriguez has studied on-
camera performance with Robert Dahey, commedia dell'arte with Gale

McNeeley, and most recently completed two years of the Meisner
technique at Studio 4/Playhouse West in North Hollywood, California. A

teaching artist with Playwrights Project, he devotes much of his time to the
development of new work for stage, film, television, radio/podcast, and the

interwebz at large.
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Anyelid Meneses is in her last semester at CSUSM and will be pursuing her
MFA for theatrical producing. She has been acting since she was ten years
old and is passionate about being a part of socially conscious as a public

relations in theatre or private company. She wants to thank her incredible
friends and family for helping her to achieve her goals and supporting her
every step of the way. Proud to be part of this project as a second time in

this amazing festival. 

Samantha Rojales is so excited to work on this immersive maze experience.
Some scenic credits include: Middletown (CSU San Marcos), The

Revolutionists (CSU San Marcos), Si Se Puede (TuYo Theatre), On Her
Shoulders We Stand (TuYo Theatre), Azul (Diversionary Theatre), Dream

House (CSU San Marcos/TuYo Theatre), Without A Net (Malashock Dance),
Boeing Boeing (CSU San Marcos), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (The Old

Globe), Sweat (SD Rep, Asst. SD). Projection credits: Sweat (SD Rep), Bad
Hombres, Good Wives (SD Rep), JFest (SD Rep). Samantha earned an MFA in

Scenic Design from UC San Diego. 

Alex Sev Ayala is a San Diego-based visual artist specializing in wet and dry
media. The consistent presence of art in Alex’s life has been a steady source

of support in processing her world and creating meaning through
challenges. As a first-generation American, Alex’s work navigates the gender

stereotypes within both cultures and reflects the turbulent inner world of
identifying as queer in patriarchal structures.



 Annelise Salazar is happy to be back here at La Jolla's WOW Festival. Past
work: The Ferryman (New Village Arts),The High Table and Irma Vep

(Diversionary), Mother of the Maid  (MOXIE); Desert Rock Garden, Leonard
Bernstein New York (New Village Arts Theatre); Water by the Spoonful 

 (Cygnet Theatre, ALD), How The Grinch Stole Christmas (Old Globe, ALD)
Past worked at,La Jolla Playhouse, Bay Street Theatre, and Tuyo Theatre,
and Bicon theatre. Annelise earned a BFA in Design and Technology from
Millikin University and was an MFA student at San Diego State University.
Thank you to Patrice and the Tuyo family for their fantastic support. As

Always, Love to my partner Emily for standing beside me as I pursue this
incredible career! website: annelisesalazardesign.com 

Carmen Amon is a proud Queer Chicanx Costume Designer in the Greater
San Diego area.

She has been working professionally as a Freelance Costume Designer since
2016. She graduated the same year with a Bachelor's Degree in Theater with

an Emphasis in Costume Design from San Diego State University. Her
designs have been featured at the La Jolla Playhouse's Wow Festival, the
Old Globe's Globe for All, San Diego Repertory Theater, MOXIE Theater,

Junior Theater, Pacific Ridge School, Passage Theater in New Jersey, and
Urbanite Theater in Florida. 

Eliza Vedar (She/They) is a multifaceted sound designer, composer, music
director, and pianist. Eliza’s original music, arrangements, and sound

designs have been featured in theatrical productions throughout the San
Diego area with such companies as: La Jolla Playhouse, TuYo Theatre, Moxie

Theatre, New Village Arts, Common Ground Theatre. As well as various
educational institutions including: San Diego State University, CSU San

Marcos, and University of San Diego. Most recently she was Artist in
Residence at CSU San Marcos Theatre Arts for the 2021-2022 academic
year. Eliza Vedar holds a Bachelor's degree in Music Performance: Piano

from San Diego State University. https://www.elizavedar.com/ 

http://annelisesalazardesign.com/
https://www.elizavedar.com/


Ellis Vedar is an LA based voice actor, digital artist, and composer. He's
always looking for new opportunities to learn, create, and collaborate with

other artists and is delighted to be helping out with this production.



Lucas Hespenheide is an animator, illustrator, and compositor who cut his
teeth in the film department at San Diego State University and is now

making his way in the cutthroat world of Burbank's animation industry.



Dr. Katie Turner is a scholar-practitioner in theatre. She holds a BA, MA, and
PhD in Theatre History and Dramatic Literature. This year marks her 6th
year as a lecturer in Theatre at San Diego State University. She is also an

experienced actor, director, producer, and playwright. In 2022, her play Iris
and the Axe was awarded the “Outside the Box” award at the San Diego
International Theatre Fringe Festival. Katie was the founding director of

Turnkey Theatre from 2020-2023, which specialized in creating new
interactive and immersive productions in collaboration with emerging
artists in San Diego and beyond. She is excited to be working with TuYo

Theatre again after her wonderful experience helping produce their 2022
production of On Her Shoulders We Stand.



Becca is a multi-hyphenate theatre artist: producer, actor, singer, director,
and educator. She is currently working as the Interim Associate Producer of
The Old Globe Theatre, having previously worked as the NNPN Producer-in-
Residence of San Diego Repertory Theatre. Becca spends much of the year

visioning, helping produce and serving as a director, emcee, actor, and
writer for festivals such as the Lipinsky Family Jewish Festival, and the

Latinx New Play Festival. Becca serves as a founding member, Managing
Director & Associate Artistic Director of Living Light Theatre. Becca is

committed to accessibility, education, and opportunities for BIPOC and
neurodivergent youth and has worked as a Theatre and Enrichment

Facilitator for STEAM Academy at University of San Diego, and as the drama
teacher at Mt. Everest Academy. www.beccalmyers.com

Michelle Gonzalez and is a first generation student and a child of immigrant
parents. She's currently a Freshman at San Diego State University and is

looking to pursue a bachelors degree in TFM and Real Estate. She has been
acting since the age of 10 and her goal is to encourage the low-income

community such as the one she grew up in to pursue an education through
film. I look forward to producing films and hopefully inspiring others to do

so as well.

Gabriel Zendejas Is a third year film & television production student at
SDSU. He's an editor, director, writer, and producer, and has been

fascinated by film ever since he was a kid. Outside of school, he loves to
watch movies and make short films and is always looking for ways to expand

his knowledge and experience in the industry, and is excited to see where
his passion for film takes him in the future.




http://www.beccalmyers.com/


Kaivan Ameen Mohsenzadeh (He/Him) Kaivan is a multifaceted artist with a
focus on puppet design! He is a recent graduate of SDSU (Theatre

Performance B.A.) and has done previous puppet designs for Alice In
Wonderland, Chasing Fear, Puffs!, Mia, and more around the San Diego area.

Kaivan hopes you enjoy these characters as much as he enjoyed making
them!

Vanessa (she/her) is a performer, producer, and choreographer from the
San Diego-Tijuana region. She holds a double Bachelor’s in Theatre and

Dance from the University of California San Diego. She has recently been
seen onstage in Bocon's Mía/All Mine as Mía, and TuYo Theater's stage

reading of DayDreamer: A New Musical as Candelaria. Choreography credits
include William Shakespeare's The Tempest at UCSD and Henry V at the Old
Globe's Summer Shakespeare Program. When she's not onstage, Vanessa is

a teaching artist for San Diego Opera, where she is leading a new pilot
project that connects Words and Music program students to postsecondary

educational opportunities in the arts and humanities.

Peter James Cirino graduated from University California San Diego UCSD
with a Master of Fine Arts. He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts degrees

from Southwest Texas State University. Peter is one of the co-founders and
co-artistic director of TuYo Theatre. Peter is currently the Head of

Performance in the School of Theatre, Television, and Film at San Diego
State University. Peter has been a professional actor with experiences

including numerous Spanish-language commercials, films, and voice-over
credits. He has also taught at UCSD. Peter has translated many classic

Spanish works for English productions. Peter has been the Artistic Director
for the San Diego Asian-American Repertory Theatre. Additionally, Peter

developed the curriculum for the Teatro Meta program at the Globe
Theatre.



Jenn has been Stage Managing for six years. Her career started at Fullerton
College with Bright Star (ASM), The Curious Incident of a Dog in the

Nighttime (SM). Jenn is also studying Theatre Arts at UCSD where she has
Stage Managed One Life (SM) and Can’t Even it Out (ASM). She is currently a

Stage Manager at SeaWorld San Diego where she works on Shows and
Events. Jenn has also been a part of the show Brighton Beach Memoirs

(PSM), Air Turbulence (PSM), and Placeholder (PSM). Jenn is so excited to be
a part of Tuyo and the WOW Festival for the very first time! Jenn would also

like to thank everyone who has supported her journey to be here. 

Mason Francey is a senior at San Diego State University majoring in
Interdisciplinary Studies, with focuses in Theater, Film, and Media Studies.

This will be Mason’s second production working as an Assistant Stage
Manager. Their most recent production was The Weight of Dreams at San

Diego State University



Denisse López is making her debut with TuYo Theatre and is exited to be
part of this production. She's currently working at The Old Globe as Covid

Officer. 

Sophia Marcos-Jeronimo is making her debut with TuYo theatre and is
currently pursuing a BA at University of California San Diego.


